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Presentation 
Problems Are Mostly 

Solved (For Now)



Data Problems 
Are Not



Everything 
Informationalized
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http://livehoods.org

“Livehoods offer a new way 
to conceptualize the dynamics, 
structure, and character of a city by 
analyzing the social media its 
residents generate.”
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http://sta.mn/dq

America Revealed,
Britain From Above
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Passive Data
IBM’s Data Baby advertising campaign
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Data is Choices
“Accepting data shaped by someone else’s 
choices is a tacit acceptance of their view of 
the world, their notion of what is interesting or 
important or valid. … if we are going to work 
intelligently with data we must remember that 
it can always be constructed some other way.”

—Mitchell Whitelaw 
http://sta.mn/gb
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The Destruction 
of Economic Facts, 

“public memory systems”
http://sta.mn/f7m
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Creating New 
Economic Facts

http://sta.mn/tbj
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When presentation is 
easy and data/facts 
are hard, what then?



1. Collaborative Data



2. Frontier Data



3. Shareable Interfaces



Collaborative Data



OSM Cartography
http://maps.stamen.com
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maps.stamen.com/terrain





















Frontier Data



Crimespotting
http://crimespotting.org
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Field Papers
http://fieldpapers.org
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Tracing the 
border fence

http://sta.mn/bpm
http://sta.mn/bpm


http://sta.mn/ypc

Few people have direct 
knowledge of the border

http://sta.mn/ypc
http://sta.mn/ypc


http://sta.mn/h88

The border is its own 
unfamiliar new place
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http://sta.mn/d5g

How do you handle 
meaningful data for which the 
facts don’t exist in the open?
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Shareable Interfaces



URLs for Everything



URLs for Everything



One-dimensional Interactions



“Put a slider on it”



Where else will it be seen?
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Thank You!
Michal Migurski,

mike@stamen.com
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